
Sunday School Lesson Guide: God Made Everything for a Reason
1. Introduction (5-7 minutes)
Goal: To welcome the children and introduce the concepts of creation and purpose in a fun way.
Materials: None
(Children arrive. Greet them warmly.)
· Leader: "Hello, everyone, and welcome! I'm so glad you're here today. We're going to start with a special handshake to say hello. When I say 'Go,' I want you to find four different friends and shake their hands, but here's the fun part—you have to use the back of your hands to shake!  Ready? Go!"
(Allow time for the fun handshake.)
· Leader: "Awesome job! Now that we've said hello, I have a big question for you. If you could create absolutely anything in the world, what would it be? And what would be the reason, or the 
purpose, for creating it?  Maybe you'd create a machine that cleans your room so you can play more? Or a cloud that rains chocolate milk because it's delicious?"
· Leader: "I want you to turn to a person next to you and share your amazing idea. Tell them what you would create and why you would create it." 
(Give pairs 1-2 minutes to discuss. Then, ask a few volunteers to share with the whole group. )
· Leader: "Wow, those are some incredible, creative, and useful inventions! You all had a special reason for the things you wanted to make. In the Bible, God's special book, we learn that God is the most amazing creator of all. He made the whole world out of nothing!  And just like you, He had an important reason for everything He made. Today, we’re going to learn that 
God made everything for a reason, and He had a very special reason for making you." 
2. Topic
· Leader: "So, our big idea for today is this:"
· Theme: God made everything for a reason. 
· Key Scripture: "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth." (Genesis 1:1) 
· Learning Objective: Today, we will learn that God is the amazing creator of everything, and He made each of us with a special purpose.
3. Games - Preschool/Lower Elementary (10 minutes)
Game 1: Animal Sounds
· Goal: To have fun while remembering that God created all the animals.
· Materials: None
· Leader’s Script & Instructions:
· Leader: "In our Bible story, we'll hear about how God made all the animals! Let's play a game to celebrate them. I'm going to whisper the name of an animal into your ear. Don't tell anyone! When I count to three, I want you to make the sound of that animal. Let's see if we can guess who is who!"
· (Walk around and whisper animal names like lion, sheep, dog, pig, cow, duck to each child.)
· Leader: "Does everyone have their secret animal? Okay, get your animal sounds ready! One... two... THREE!"
· (Enjoy the fun chaos of animal sounds. Let the children guess what animals their friends are.)
· Leader: "That was amazing! What a wonderful room full of God's creatures. It reminds us how creative God is!"
Game 2: From Seed to Tree
· Goal: To physically act out the creation of plants and trees.
· Materials: None
· Leader’s Script & Instructions:
· Leader: "On the third day of creation, God made all the plants and trees. Let's act it out! Everyone, curl up into a tiny little ball on the floor, just like a little seed." 
· Leader: "Now, imagine God's warm sun is shining on you, and the rain is giving you a drink. You're starting to grow! Very, very slowly, start to uncurl and stand up."
· Leader: "You're getting taller... and taller! Now, stand up tall and stretch your arms out wide like strong branches reaching for the sky. Wiggle your fingers like little leaves in the wind. Look at all the beautiful, strong trees God made!" 
4. Games - Upper Elementary (10 minutes)
Game 1: In His Image Relay
· Goal: To understand what it means to be made in God's image through a fun, team-based game. 
· Materials: For each team of 4: one pair of sunglasses, one hat, one scarf. Upbeat music (optional). 
· Leader’s Script & Instructions:
1. Setup: Place the accessories in a pile at the far end of the room. Put on your own set of accessories in a silly or unique way (e.g., hat on backwards, scarf as a belt, sunglasses upside down). 
2. Leader: "The Bible tells us that God created people in His own image. That means He made us to be like Him, to reflect who He is! Let's play a game where you work together in teams to look just like me!" 
3. Instructions: "Divide into teams of four. Each team will choose one person to be the 'model.' The other three players will line up. On 'Go,' the first person in line will run to the pile of clothes, grab ONE item, run back, and put it on their model 
exactly like I'm wearing it.  Then the next person goes. The first team to have their model look exactly like me wins!" 
4. Play: Start the music and the game.
5. Debrief: After the game, gather the kids.
· Leader: "In the game, how was your model like me? How were they different?" 
· Leader: "We are made in God's image. What about people is modeled after God?"  (Possible answers: our ability to love, create, be kind, forgive).
· Leader: "That's right! When we are loving or creative, we are showing a little glimpse of who God is to the world. God made us for that very special reason!" 
Game 2: Animal Charades
· Goal: To connect the fun of a classic game with Adam's God-given purpose of naming the animals.
· Materials: None
· Leader’s Script & Instructions:
· Leader: "After God created all the amazing land animals, He gave Adam a very important job. His purpose was to take care of all the things God made, and he even got to name all the animals!  Let's play a game to remember that. I'm going to point to someone, and they will silently act out an animal. The rest of us have to guess what it is!" 
· (Choose several kids to act out animals. Encourage creative and fun portrayals.)
· Leader: "You are all amazing actors! Just as Adam had a purpose to name the animals, God has a unique and special purpose for every single one of you."
5. Bible Story (10-15 minutes)
Goal: To tell the story of creation in an interactive and memorable way.
Materials: A Bible
· Leader: "Now it's time for our Bible story. It comes from the very first page of the Bible, in the book of Genesis. In the beginning, there was nothing. Imagine closing your eyes in the darkest room you've ever been in—no colors, no sounds, no light.  But even in the nothingness, God was there. And this is where the story of everything begins." 
· Day 1 (Genesis 1:3-5):
· Leader: "On day one, God simply spoke. He said, 'Let there be light!' And just like that, light burst through the darkness! 
Everyone, stand up and stretch your arms out wide, like light breaking through the darkness! God separated the light from the darkness, creating day and night." 
· Day 2 (Genesis 1:6-8):
· Leader: "On day two, God created the sky. He made a huge space to separate the waters. Raise your arms above your head and wave them gently like the big blue sky stretching over the earth. The sky gives us a place for clouds, rain, and for us to look up and remember how big God is." 
· Day 3 (Genesis 1:9-13):
· Leader: "On day three, God gathered the waters into seas, and dry land appeared. Then, He commanded the land to grow! Plants, flowers, and trees of every kind began to sprout. Everyone, crouch down like a tiny seed, then reach up and grow tall like a tree." 
· Day 4 (Genesis 1:14-19):
· Leader: "On the fourth day, God filled the sky He made. He created the bright sun for the day, and the moon and billions of stars for the night. Draw a big circle with your arms for the sun, then twinkle your fingers like stars." 
· Day 5 (Genesis 1:20-23):
· Leader: "The world was ready for creatures! On day five, God filled the oceans and skies with life. He made everything from giant whales to tiny goldfish, and soaring eagles to chirping sparrows. Flap your arms like a bird, then wiggle your hands like a swimming fish." 
· Day 6 (Genesis 1:24-25):
· Leader: "On the sixth day, God created all the animals that live on land. Everyone, make the sound of your favorite land animal! From roaring lions to crawling lizards, God made them all.  But God saved His most special creation for last. On this day, He also made people. We'll talk more about that soon!" 
· Day 7 (Genesis 2:1-3):
· Leader: "After six days of creating, God rested on the seventh day. It wasn't because He was tired—God never gets tired!  He rested to enjoy all the good things He had made, and He made this day holy. 
Everyone, lay down or rest your head on your hands and pretend to snooze." 
6. Message (10 minutes)
Goal: To use an object lesson to explain creation and connect it to the new life we have in Jesus.
Materials: A large empty cardboard box, a bright flashlight.
· Hook:
· Leader: "Okay everyone, are you ready to help me again? When I shout ‘Hallelujah!’, you shout back ‘Amen!’ as loud as you can! Let's try it... Hallelujah!" (Wait for "Amen!"). "Great job!" 
· Object Lesson:
· Leader: (Hold up the big, empty box). "What do you see inside this box?"  (Allow kids to answer: "Nothing!"). "Exactly. Nothing. It’s empty. This is just like the world in the very beginning. The Bible says it was 'formless and empty.' It was dark and there was nothing there." 
· Leader: "But God didn't leave it that way. God spoke into the darkness and said, 'Let there be light!'" (Turn on the bright flashlight and shine it into the box and around the room.) "And suddenly, there was light! God filled the emptiness with goodness and beauty." 
· Message Script:
· Leader: "God filled the whole empty world with good things. He filled it with oceans, mountains, incredible animals, and finally, people. He gave the world a brand-new start.  And the most important thing to remember is that He did it all for a reason. His greatest reason was to create 
you. The Bible says that God made people 'very good.' We are His most special creation because He made us in His own image, to be His friends and to show His love to the world." 
· Leader: "And the best news is, God is still in the business of making things new. Sometimes, our hearts can feel a little empty or dark because of mistakes we make. But God sent Jesus to give us a brand-new start in our hearts.  The Bible says: 'Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!' (2 Corinthians 5:17)  That means no matter what, with Jesus, you can always have a fresh start. God created you for a reason, and His biggest reason is so you can be in a relationship with Him!" 
· Reinforcement:
· Leader: "Let's say this together! I'll say the first part, you say the second."
· "I’ll say: 'God makes the world…' → You say: 'Brand new!'" 
· "I’ll say: 'Jesus makes my heart…' → You say: 'Brand new!'" 
· "I’ll say: 'Every day with God is…' → You say: 'Brand new!'" 
7. Crafts - Preschool/Lower Elementary (10 minutes)
Craft 1: Creation Mobile
· Goal: To create a visual reminder of Genesis 1:1.
· Materials: Paper (cardstock is best), crayons/markers, child-safe scissors, yarn, transparent tape. 
· Leader’s Script & Instructions:
· Leader: "We're going to make artwork that will help us remember our Bible verse.  First, draw and cut out a cloud shape. This is 'the heavens.' Then, draw and cut out a circle. Color it with blue and green to look like 'the earth.'"
· Leader: "Now, we will use a piece of yarn and some tape to connect them so the cloud hangs over the earth." 
· Leader: "Great job! Let's hold up our crafts and say our verse together: 'In the beginning (point up), God created the heavens (point to the cloud), and the earth (point to the earth). Genesis 1:1.'" 
Craft 2: Purposeful Play-Doh
· Goal: To reinforce the theme of creating "for a reason."
· Materials: Modeling dough (Play-Doh) in various colors. 
· Leader’s Script & Instructions:
· Leader: "God is the ultimate creator, and He made us to be creative, too! When God created people, He created us for a reason. Now that you have your dough, I want you to make something that has a purpose.  You could make a bowl that has the purpose of holding things, a heart that has the purpose of showing love, or an animal that has the purpose of reminding you of God's creation."
· (Allow children to sculpt.)
· Leader: "Who would like to share what they made and tell us its special purpose?"
8. Crafts - Upper Elementary (15 minutes)
Craft 1: Purposeful Pottery (Salt Dough)
· Goal: A hands-on activity to explore what it means to create something with a purpose.
· Materials (per group of 4):
· Large mixing bowl 
· 1 ½ cups flour 
· 1 cup salt 
· 1 cup cornstarch 
· 1 cup warm water (plus a little extra if needed) 
· Wax paper (1 sheet per child) 
· Leader’s Script & Instructions:
1. Leader: "We're going to make our own sculpting dough! When God created the world, he didn't have ingredients like we do; He started with nothing.  But He knew exactly what He was doing and had a plan. Let's make our dough."
2. Making Dough: "In your groups of four, one person adds the flour, one adds the salt, and one adds the cornstarch to the bowl. Mix the dry ingredients with your hands. The fourth person will slowly add the warm water while everyone else kneads the dough until it forms a ball." 
3. Sculpting: "Now, each of you take a piece of dough. Your challenge is to make something that has a purpose. It could be a small bowl, a tray for paper clips, or a decoration that will make you smile when you see it. God created us for a reason, so let's make something with a reason." 
4. Discussion: "As you work, talk in your group: How is sculpting with clay like how God made people? How is it different?" "God knew just why He made you!  You can take these home to dry."
Craft 2: Breath of Life Balloons
· Goal: To create a powerful, personal reminder of our unique purpose and God's breath of life in us.
· Materials: Balloons (1 per child), permanent markers. 
· Leader’s Script & Instructions:
1. Leader: "The Bible tells us an amazing story about how God created the first person, Adam. It says God formed him from the ground... but he wasn't alive yet. Then, God came close and breathed His own breath—the breath of life—into him. And Adam came alive!" 
2. Instructions: "Take your balloon and draw a face on it. This is your person. Right now, it's flat and lifeless. But now, you get to breathe life into it. Go ahead and blow up your balloon!" 
3. (Help kids tie off their balloons.)
4. Leader: "Look! Your breath has filled the balloon and given it shape, just like God's breath gave us life. God made you unique and special, and He has a purpose for you.  Think about the special things God put inside you. Maybe He made you kind, or good at math, or a great friend.  With your marker, write those unique gifts and talents on your balloon. This will be a reminder that God made you for a reason, filled with His life and purpose." 
9. Take-Home Activity (with Family)
(This can be printed on a handout for parents.)
Activity: Create a Habitat at Home
· This Week's Family Mission: Your family is going to work together to build a "zoo habitat" for a favorite animal using only things you can find around the house. You can use pillows, blankets, cardboard boxes, bowls, etc., to design the perfect home for your animal. Spend a few minutes being creative together! 
Family Discussion Questions:
1. What does your animal need to have a perfect home? 
2. God created a perfect world for us. What is your favorite part of God's creation (e.g., mountains, oceans, a specific animal)? 
3. What are some simple ways our family can show we care for God’s beautiful creation this week? 

